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General  
Description

Spanish for Cruisers is a unique yachtsman’s Spanish-English phrase book, nautical dictionary, and conversation guide 
all in one. Practical and easy to use, this expanded second edition includes ten new topics requested by readers. Span-
ish for Cruisers now covers all the language and vocabulary necessary to cruise the Spanish-speaking countries of the 
Caribbean, the Americas and Europe. No other source provides English-speaking boaters and marine interests with the 
practical, unique and specialized phrases they need to communicate  – over the radio, in person or in an emergency 
– with  Spanish-speaking port captains, officials, dock attendants, marina and boatyard staff, mechanics, technicians, 
fishermen and divers. Spanish for Cruisers is just as useful ashore for provisioning, shopping, dining, medical care, bank-
ing, phone, internet, and getting around. Completely indexed in English and Spanish, with hundreds of illustrations, plus 
pronunciation for every word, Spanish for Cruisers will be the boaters’ essential companion throughout their stay in 
Spanish-speaking countries. 

Audience English-speaking boaters who travel to Spanish-speaking countries. The book is targeted at readers who don’t know any 
Spanish. However, Spanish for Cruisers is also very useful to yachtsmen and professional crew who are fluent in Spanish 
but lack a knowledge of boating and mechanical-related vocabulary.

Marine businesses also find Spanish for Cruisers invaluable. There is no better source for mechanical, hardware, and 
marine terms to help the business that sells or exports to Spanish-speaking people. Its format makes it a handy addition 
to the sales or parts desk.

Spanish-speaking marine professionals and businesses can use Spanish for Cruisers to communicate with English-
speaking customers. The Table of Contents in Spanish and the English/Spanish index make the guide accessible to Span-
ish speakers.

Features and 
Benefits

1. Targeted to English- and Spanish-speaking boaters and marine interests:

Contains twenty-eight topics specifically geared to the needs of cruisers and marine interests. `` Spanish for Cruisers 
is full of vocabulary and phrases that you won’t find anywhere else.  The book covers the topics specific to boaters, 
such as emergencies at sea, clearing in and out of port, radio communication, docking, marinas and boatyards, 
weather forecasts, marine parts and hardware, rigging, canvas and sail repair, fishing and diving.  

This expanded second edition also assists the yachtsman  in port, covering shopping, provisioning, restaurants and ``
food, internet, telephone, shipping, banking, laundry, medical care and transportation ashore. 

The material and layout draw on the author’s experience teaching Spanish to boaters so that the material is ex-``
tremely practical and actually works at the nav station or on the streets.

The vocabulary has been extensively reviewed for accuracy by Spanish-speaking boaters, mechanics, agents, and ``
marine workers from Spain to Latin America, so that boaters can speak and learn the vocabulary that is actually 
used in the countries they will cruise.

Many useful tips help boaters communicate effectively in the typical situations they face in foreign ports and waters.``

2. Easy to use even for those who don’t know a word of Spanish:

Every word and phrase is accompanied by its pronunciation so that readers can pronounce the word correctly and ``
be understood.  Even readers with a rudimentary knowledge of Spanish pronunciation will find it handy to confirm 
the correct pronunciation.



Features and 
Benefits  
(continued)

“Quick Reference Guide” on the flap and “Navigator”  inside the back cover lead readers quickly to the appropriate ``
page: Flip open the book and start talking.

“A picture is worth a thousand words.” Over 300 diagrams and illustrations allows the user to point to the hardware ``
or boat part needed. The illustrations also help find material quickly.

One topic per page: The reader doesn’t lose his place shuffling pages.``

Detailed index of English and Spanish words plus numerous cross-references make finding a word or phrase easy ``
and fast.

The compact size, spiral binding and wrap-around cover make the book durable and convenient to carry and book-``
mark: The book stays open and accessible until the conversation is complete.

3. Spanish-speakers can use the book to communicate in English:

Table of Contents in Spanish, complete Index in Spanish and English, plus hundreds of illustrations allow Spanish ``
speakers to navigate the book quickly and effectively.

Reviews “English may be now regarded as a universal language but there are still many places in the world where English is not spoken 
and where even a smattering of the local language will be greatly appreciated. Kathy Parsons, who has travelled extensively 
in Latin America and speaks Spanish impeccably, has written and published an excellent book aimed at cruising sailors. ... the 
author has considerably widened its scope by dealing with every single situation which may confront a sailor visiting a Span-
ish speaking country. All in all, this is an excellent book and even this reviewer, who speaks passable Spanish (including those 
very useful “juicier” expressions), would not leave home without it.”
� — Jimmy Cornell, s/v Aventura III, author, World Cruising Routes, World Cruising Handbook

“Kathy Parsons’ gem of a book should be aboard any boat cruising Spanish-speaking countries.  Parsons covers all the bases 
giving you the words you need not only to clear in, get a marina slip, find broadband internet and buy your first beer, but also 
to shop, get a haircut, do laundry and go to the doctor. Our dog-eared first edition has proven indispensable over the course 
of a decade spent cruising Mexico, Latin America and South America. …The new edition will be a welcome addition to Hawk’s 
bookshelf - we wouldn’t leave home without it.”� — Beth A. Leonard, s/v Hawk, author of The Voyager’s Handbook

“I found your book, Spanish for Cruisers to be one of the easiest to use books I could imagine. It makes being in a foreign 
country more of an adventure than an ordeal.”� — Bob Bitchin, s/v Lost Soul, Publisher, Latitudes and Attitudes Magazine

“For cruisers sailing in foreign-speaking countries, Parsons’ language guides are the equivalent of linguistic ground tackle: 
absolutely indispensable”.� — Bernadette and Douglas Bernon, s/v Ithaka, Contributing Editors, Cruising World

“There is nothing more prominent on Kandarik than Kathy Parsons’ books, Spanish for Cruisers and French for Cruisers. Of 
all the books we have aboard, these are the two we use the most whenever we are sailing in ports that are language chal-
lenges to us!  Everyone sailing in French or Spanish waters will want these books made FOR CRUISERS!”
� — Pam Wall, s/v Kandarik, Outfitting Manager, Professional Captain’s Services at West Marine

About the Author Kathy Parsons has been a sailor, teacher and world traveler for more than 15 years. Author of the popular French for 
Cruisers, she teaches language skills to boaters in ports where boaters congregate. Her years in the Peace Corps in 
Central America and her extensive travels in Mexico and South America have contributed to her expertise in the Spanish 
language and its dialects. Her wide-ranging teaching experience includes organizing adult literacy classes, teaching 
English, and providing customized computer training to businesses and government agencies in the United States. Both 
Spanish for Cruisers and French for Cruisers benefit from her extensive experience making complex topics easy to 
understand and to apply. She has degrees from Harvard University and the University of Texas.

Available and 
Distributed by

Paradise Cay Publications
P.O. Box 29, Arcata, CA 95518 USA
telephone: (800) 736-4509 US / (707) 822-9063 International / fax: (707) 822-9163
web-site: www.paracay.com; e-mail: info@paracay.com

Where carried Spanish for Cruisers is available at marine and bookstores worldwide. Contact Kathy Parsons or Paradise Cay Publica-
tions for stores in your area.

For information 
on ordering

Contact Paradise Cay Publications at the address or phone number shown above. Orders are taken by phone, fax, mail, 
or internet.

Website www.spanishforcruisers.com

To contact the 
author

The quickest way to reach Kathy Parsons is to e-mail her at kathy@forcruisers.com. Or write  to: Kathy Parsons, 4510 FM 
318, Hallettsville, TX 77964, USA. Telephone: (361) 798-4159;  fax: (928) 832-2066.

Need help? If you need Spanish-speaking materials or a quick-reference to accompany an article or feature, please contact Kathy 
Parsons. She would be happy to tailor materials to your needs.
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Navigator
Quickly navigate to the page you need

This “Navigator” inside the back cover of Spanish for Cruisers provides an easily accessible second copy of the Table of Contents. It is a detailed “map” 
of the book and helps readers find any page quickly.


